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Preparation: (Read the Touchstones Journal on the theme and the questions below.)

Business: Deal with any housekeeping items (e.g., scheduling the next gathering).

Opening Words: “A true prophet, I suppose, is like a good parent. A true prophet sees others, not himself. He helps them define their own half-formed dreams, and puts himself at their service. He is not diminished as they become more. He offers courage in one hand and generosity in the other.”   Mary Doria Russell 

Chalice Lighting (James Vila Blake), adapted
(In unison) Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its law. This is our covenant: to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in love, to serve human need, and to help one another.

Check-In: How is it with your spirit? What do you need to leave behind in order to be fully present here and now? (2-3 sentences)

Claim Time for Deeper Listening: This comes at the end of the gathering where you can be listened to uninterrupted for more time if needed. You are encouraged to claim time ranging between 3-5 minutes, and to honor the limit of the time that you claim.

Read the Wisdom Story: Take turns reading the following wisdom story.

Prophets of Peace from Tapestry of Faith, adapted
     In the middle of the 19th century, a frenzy of support for the Mexican-American War swept across America. But a small minority, including some ministers, scholars, and abolitionists, saw the war as an act of violent aggression against a weak, neighboring country. Abraham Lincoln, then a congressman from Illinois, called the war immoral.
     Henry David Thoreau also thought the war was wrong. He refused to pay taxes because of it. However, it was illegal to refuse to pay taxes, so Thoreau was arrested and thrown in jail.
     Thoreau chose to remain jail to make a public statement rather than pay the taxes and a fine to get out. Thoreau’s friend, the Unitarian Ralph Waldo Emerson, came to visit him in jail. Emerson asked why Thoreau was allowing himself to waste away in jail when he had the money to pay the taxes. Thoreau responded saying, “The question is not what am I doing in here, but what are you doing out there?”
     Thoreau’s tax was paid by a relative who could not tolerate his imprisonment, and he was released. Thoreau’s experience led him to write his essay, Civil Disobedience, which explained why it can be necessary to disobey an unjust law.
     Sixty years later in South Africa, Mohandas Gandhi got a job. Raised in western India, he studied law in England. Although allowed to work as a lawyer, Gandhi discovered that he lacked full rights in South Africa, whose laws treated all Indians as second-class people and black Africans, the majority of the population, much worse. When the government passed a law requiring all Indians to register with the police and be fingerprinted, Gandhi refused to obey. He was arrested. While in jail, Gandhi read Thoreau’s essay, Civil Disobedience. It inspired him to not give up, even when the challenges seemed much too high to overcome.
     Gandhi dedicated his entire life to the principles of nonviolence and civil disobedience for social change. In India, his peaceful leadership encouraged the Indian people to protest and persist until their country won its independence from British rule.
     Near the time of Gandhi’s death in 1948, a young minister named Martin Luther King, Jr. began his own nonviolent movement. America was supposed to protect citizens’ rights and opportunities, but in many places and in many ways, rights and opportunities were denied to African Americans. 
     While some wanted to seek change through violence, Rev. Dr. King spoke passionately about making change through peaceful means. He joined nonviolent marches and demonstrations to show others how. People listened and watched. As more people followed King’s example, the Civil Rights movement grew more powerful. Like Gandhi, King led peaceful protest for change.
     Martin Luther King, Jr. found inspiration in the guidance of Jesus to love one’s enemies, but he learned about civil disobedience from the writings of Henry David Thoreau. He believed he could achieve change peacefully, because of the ideas and example of Gandhi.
     Thoreau, Gandhi, and King: three prophets, in different times, in different places, found power through peace.
   Source: http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveconnects/session8/161912.shtml 

Readings from the Common Bowl: Group
Members read selections from Readings from the Common Bowl as follows. Leave a few moments of silence after each to invite reflection on the meaning of the words.

“How does our faith hold brokenness, injustice, and suffering? Clumsily. Gingerly. Tenderly. Bravely. Lovingly. Reverently. Humbly and deliberately. Imperfectly.”   Victoria Safford

“I’m no prophet. My job is making windows where there were once walls.”   Michel Foucault

“A prophet is not someone with special visions, just someone blind to most of what others see.”   Nassim Nicholas Taleb 

“Never surrender your hopes and dreams to the fateful limitations others have placed on their own lives. The vision of your true destiny does not reside within the blinkered outlook of the naysayers and the doom prophets.”   Anthon St. Maarten

“When you are a child, you are yourself and you know and see everything prophetically. And then suddenly something happens and you stop being yourself; you become what others force you to be. You lose your wisdom and your soul.”   Jean Rhys 

“…let us be artisans of hope, artisans of wonder, working with the clay of human longing, of our capacities for greed and indifference, exclusion and fear, as well as for generosity, courage, forgiveness, and resilience.”   Sharon Welch

“May we all have the eyes to see, the ears to hear, and the hearts to burn with holy, human fire.”   Dan McKanan

“A prophet is the one who, when everyone else despairs, hopes. And when everyone else hopes, he despairs. You’ll ask me why. It’s because he has mastered the Great Secret: that the Wheel turns.”   Nikos Kazantzakis 

“Prophetic love requires discipline, humility, and practice.”   Kate Lore

“Your masters …have taught you to idolize reason, drying up the prophetic capacities of your heart!”   Umberto Eco

“We can always be sure of one thing—that the messengers of discomfort and sacrifice will be stoned and pelted by those who wish to preserve at all costs their own contentment. This is not a lesson that is confined to the Testaments.”   Christopher Hitchens

“Prophetic churches minister to the community as it is while reminding the community of what it could be.”   Adam Gerhardstein

“There are prophets, there are guides, and there are argumentative people with theories, and one must be careful to discriminate between them.”  Peter Brook

“The prophetic church presents a vision that compels us to act.”   Paula Cole Jones

“Then he raised his voice in a prophet-like challenge that I knew would live with me forever: “Don’t ever give up in freedom what we would never give up in persecution!”   Nik Ripken

“The task of prophetic ministry is to nurture, nourish, and evoke a consciousness and perception alternative to the consciousness and perception of the dominant culture around us.”   
Walter Brueggemann

“But why? Why do you need prophets to tell you how you ought to live? Why do you need anyone to tell you how you ought to live?”   Daniel Quinn 

“Learn the lesson that, if you are to do the work of a prophet, what you need is not a scepter but a hoe.”   Bernard of Clairvaux

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”   Matthew 7:15

“Yet has there ever been a religion with the prophetic accuracy and reliability of science? ... No other human institution comes close.”   Carl Sagan

“Some people believe the alternative to bad religion is secularism, but that’s wrong…. The answer to bad religion is better religion—prophetic rather than partisan, broad and deep instead of narrow, and based on values as opposed to ideology.”   Jim Wallis 

“Ideas combined with courage can change the world.”   David Litwack 

“There are two ways of being a prophet. One is to tell the enslaved that they can be free. It is the difficult path of Moses. The second is to tell those who think they are free that they are in fact enslaved. This is the even more difficult path of Jesus.”   Richard Rohr

“Ezekiel and his fellow prophets have become my heroes. They were fearless. They literalized metaphors. They turned their lives into protest pieces. They proved that, in the name of truth, sometimes you can’t be afraid to take a left turn from polite society and look absurd.”   A.J. Jacobs 

“And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.”  1 Corinthians 13:2

“As a teenager, I always intended to do my homework. But when the supplicant dead come to you for justice and you also have occasional prophetic dreams, life tends to interfere with your studies.”   Dean Koontz 

“One thing about change hasn’t changed: it still fascinates some people, frightens others, and provides a good living for a prophetic minority.”   Warren Wiersbe

“Any work we do within our congregation is bound to affect our work outside its walls.”   Carol Caouette

“May we lead, not lag. May we reclaim the voice of our prophetic faith.”   Kat Liu

“Prophecy is a poetry of change, social, political, moral, spiritual.”   Allegra Goodman

“Every minister worthy of the name has to walk the line between prophetic vision and spiritual sustenance, between telling people the comforting things they want to hear and challenging them with the difficult things they need to hear.”   Timothy Tyson

Sitting in Silence: Sit in silence together, allowing the Readings from the Common Bowl to resonate. Cultivate a sense of calm and attention to the readings and the discussion that follows (Living the Questions).

Reading: “In his little speech to Alice, Humpty Dumpty sketches the future of human hopes…. Humpty Dumpty was a prophet, a man who spoke truths the world wasn’t ready for. For all …are eggs, in a manner of speaking. We exist, but we haven’t yet achieved the form that is our destiny. We are pure potential, an example of the not-yet-arrived. …Humpty Dumpty is …a fallen creature. He falls from his wall, and no one can put him back together again…. It is our duty as human beings to put the egg back together again.”   Paul Auster

Living the Questions
Explore as many of these questions as time allows. Fully explore one question before moving to the next.

1. What does the term prophetic imperative mean to you? Do you agree that freedom implies responsibility? Why or why not?
2. How could you be called to take up the prophetic imperative in your own life? What would have to change?
3. In terms of past and present prophetic voices, who do you admire? Why?
4. How have your ideas about the imperative of justice-making changed over time? What has prompted these changes?
5. Do you agree, as Jesus said, that the poor will always be with us? Why or why not?
6. Many activists, especially those educated in liberation theology, conclude that we must adopt a preferential option for the poor and powerless in society. Do you agree? Why or Why not? 
7. In terms of your congregation, what would it mean to become a Prophethood of All Believers? Is it possible? Is it something that you would support?
8. How do we put the egg back together?
9. In terms of a prophetic vision, what elements or virtues are most important to you? Why?
r
Deeper Listening: If time was claimed by individuals, the group listens without interruption to each person for the time claimed. Using a timer allows the facilitator to also listen fully.

Checking-Out: One sentence about where you are now as a result of the time spent together and the experience of exploring the theme.

Extinguishing Chalice: (Elizabeth Selle Jones) We extinguish this flame but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.

Closing Words: (Rev. Philip R. Giles)
(In unison) May the quality of our lives be our benediction and a blessing to all we touch.
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